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ENVIRONMENT
MISSES EXPECTATIONS

UM tries to gain power by making itself

"indispensably useful" in the environmen-
tal field, But the UN Conflerence is unable

to overcome the polilical and economic

conflicts behind the problems, Page 5,

ACTIONS AROUND THE WORLD
TAKE PLACE JUNE 4TH

Individuals and groups around the world to make massive manifest-
ations on the environméntal issues the day before the UN Confer-
ence. The problems can be solved only by the broad masses of people

working together to create a new way of life. Page 1I3-14
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E& History of the Environmental
Movement in Sweden

A people's movement is growing in Sweden. It started on & small
scale, working on local envirommental problems. But the movement is
growing and widening its perspectives from the back yard to the
neighborhood to the city to the whole society and the culture.

Sinece Sweden eseaned the ravages of bolh
World Wors, esonomic se—called "progross" has
advanced very for and very Tast in this century.
Many people 5till remenper the old Dolk traﬂ?—
tions and peazant culture., The old way of Life
has been reploced by a dreary malerialism
and hard-core urbanizstion. The Swedish ver-
sion of capitalism with its bilind technocracy
hus eregted protlems that pesople are now
reacting againsl.

People huve mozb of their basic meterial
needs sabizficd, Lut they realima thul the
countryside is being ravished, the cities are
hecoming wore sand oore congestod and foul,
their working ervirorments ere stressing end
mpleasent, end so on.  In the calm political
climale of Swoeden, people are graduslly becom—
ing aware of the feep failures of the whols
political system.

In the last few years the redical activists
have been very lively. The enti-—war groups
have teen sble Lo develop a growing oppos
to U2 imperialism in Southeast Asia. ot

Children Flay in a public park.

thing has been happening on the home front 2iao, Authoritics' intervention leads to
and a broadly based pecple's movement is ovolv- creabion of local environmental group.
ing.

Back—-yard Parties and Playgrounds

Feople must be able to sce on of fernobive
before they will want to dump whe present sys-
tem. S0 some pecsple tried comelhing differart.
They tore down Lhe lerces that divided the
back yards and then arranged purties there,
They made different toys and gunes in which
children cooperate insteadasf colpobs. The
piriloscphy was to creste a good caperdence of
communion and ccoperabicn, Lhus changing arti—
tuces of isolation znd compelition, Lhus lead-
ing in the future to a chenge in Lhe congoisis—
ness of sociely.

Thiz kind of expericnee reguires grest ped-—
agogical insight, understanding, ard imegina—
tion. It is not possible to bresmk Lhe long-
indoctrirated pattern of livine overnipght.

Reul changes can come onpiy when the berosd
masses ol Lthe ponle have good learning expoer-
iences that they themsslves are invelved in
cresting.

During the autumn of 1968 there wus a fest-
ival in onoe of the parks in Stockholm. A
"huilding play ground" was proclsimed by some
Bicyeles instead of cars! activists. There were bosrds, hameers, naile,



andi so on, The children started to bulld, and
they loved 1t. A play-house grew wilh many
rooms wnd passages. The parsnts could see

how their children were calm bub coergesic
while working together on their "eastie."
Suddenly the festival was over, and the auth-
orities wanted %o cloce the whels thing.
"What?" thought the parents. "Why? We Llive
here. The pari belongs to 4§, nol the bareau-
erate who meke up Lhe rules!" There they stood
having seen the groovy game., During the Cesi-
ival they had gotten to kpnow each other, and
new they hed somelhing in common to fight for,

Non—-bureaucratic Organization

The parenls wreanged a meeling, and thers
they decided to meet regularly to discuss whet
Lo do with their part of Lown. Then they
formed spaller work groups which worked togebi-
her to do what wes decided. o elected iesd-
ers, no hoard of dircetors, Everyone parbic-
ipated and felt important. Swddenly small
neighborhoosd groups began bo spring up overy-
where, asd today there are about two hundred
such prouwps. Everywhere it is the same——
people getting together and working together
en things thel interest them. Thoe groups con—
zist of all kipds of pecple——children, houss-
vives, middle—aged people, teensgers, ponslon-
ers, and so on; people who are tired of letting
so-callad "representatives” declde things for
them und Wwho wani to work out new forms of
cosperation btased on dircet-democracy and Lhe
involvement ol Lhe masses.

With these methods ihe movement has spread
rapidly, and it iz & good strategy sgsinsl Lhe
authorities, who have great difficulties band-
ling it. They don't find any spokesmen,
political partics, or elected leaders--just
more and more of thoss unplessant and disturbh-
ing ordinsry citinens. Rhetorie such as "a

emali minorily of dissident students end Com-
munist fnspired cubside agitetors” sounds
sora and more hollow every day.

The people of Stockholm liberate Lhe
slreels

i

"IARS OR PEOPLE"...

Fublie Transportation Inslead of Cars

Stockkolm, like other larpge cilies, has a
traffic moss. In 1969 2 proup esiled "Altern—
ative City" was formed for the purposc of ack-
ion on 2 general city level. T was thought
of ar mn independent supplement to eli the
local cogagemenls in the city. TFor some Lime
the group dealt mainly with guestions of oity
Lraneportation. Alternstive experts in plan-
ning, a&rchiitecture, and medical and social
seiences Joined Lopcbhoer. Alteendives worce
worked out to replace the private automobile
in the entire city, with increased and improved
public Lrzrsporlalicn. TFrom Lhis base a num—
ber of pood and fairiy successful traffie acl-—
ions have been carried out. City planning
authorities have been conironted and scme
decisions have been reversed.

Of course the demands from 2 grovimg move-—
ment were neglected from time to time by the
authoritics. Defore the elections the polit-
icians pay lip-service to public opinion in
order to get eflected, bub in reslity Lhey re-
fuse to change Lheir aims. Thus the polariz—
aticn bebtween Lhe Lroad masses of €he people
and the city avthorities grew. Gast sorine
it culminsted in the "eims batlie," 2 milestaone
in the history of Stockholn.

Klm Trees Saved jrom Technocratic Attack

A zubway stubtion cenlaining e drugstore was
planned. The drugstore was Lo he built direct-
ly under thirteen beautiful elm trees. TFor
over o yaor Altornative City and other groups
worked herd to chanpge that plan. Acticns,
pelitions, delbates, and mestings were arrangsd,
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Archilects showsd how a alizple redesigning of
the station could zave the alilals)
again, Lhe authorities refusel to Listel t

the poople. Silubbora Lechmocrals ool prast loe-
Filled politicians licd aboub technical detells
amd spoke sbout the lack of time to develop
new plens.  The plan wes challenged Lhrough

the courtz and went to the Parliament, which
decided in favor of cubbing.

[ Bl

Fveryons wantad to keep Lhe trees, and there
were no raticnal argumsnpis for cutling them
down. Eut fichting the legal way was obviously
not coough. 4 telsphone alarm iist was made
up in ordar to get peoule to bthe trees yhen
they were to be cuol down.

The chain suws arrived a few hours after
midnigiht tweniy-four hours before the govern-
went had nuld they would come. [ut *the people
were prepared, and the alarm llet worked like
a chzin reaction. Within the hour thousands
of neople took thelr stand around Lhe trees.
Trained dogs apd mounied prlicemen were unabla
o move Lhes, 2nd finclly the suthoritias
gave Up.

People save clms [rom city authorities.
Spontaneous [olk-Test celebrates vichtory.

The "elms-battis" then develoned into a
gpontancous Ffolk-fest, with dey =nd night en—
tertaimment Ly veiunbesr troubadours, muzic-
ianz, and other sntertainers. The Hoyal Opera
singers sslubed the moment Logelher with vhe
hippies. This people's manifusiation went on
for a we and firally the polibicians gave in.
The troes still stand, and i3 is colikely tihal
they will =ver be uble to cut bhem down. “he
underground station is now being rodesigned.

The importance of the elms-hatlle went far
beyond Lhe tress themselves. 10 Lhe action
was, ms She politinimnz claimsd, o "viclation
0f demoeracy,” Shen whet is democraey? Would

it have been mors democratic Lo cut the olms
dowm?  Meny people began to wonder, and an
intenso debale arcund the concept began in the
press. 1L was a gond Learning cxperience for
everyons. Ih shoded that people ars ready Lo
aet 30 the isusues are clesr Lo them., TIE showed
that if we are many who cooperate, Wwe can real-
1¥ change Lhings, cven politiesl deecisions.

put most loporiont was Lhat everyoae hagan to
reflect on the changing cavironoeit. Where
were Lhe nexb Sraes to e cul Jdown? Are thoy
really going to double she number of privele
antemobiles in Lhe civy within fhe next Tifteen
yeurs? Ts that whel we want?

Protest kwxpands in Involvement and Scope

The prolest is growing, as people begin
attacking the mylhs on which our present way
af life is based--myths cuch as ths need tor
continued economic growth, growth of cities,
the need for a huge privabe transportalion
gyslem and co on.  As fhe movement grows it
will widen its perspectives, Crem fhe Lack
yurd to the neishborhood to Lhe ciby 5o Lt
whole socicty snd the culture.

This inereased level of consclousness 1s
raflected in the rising protests againsh Lhe
so-galled Stookholm iegion Plan.  This plan
deseribes the convinued wild clfy cxpansion.
T+ will be decided upsn in the spring ol 18973,
and & lot of trouble can be expected i1 the
authoritinos persist with 1f.

Study of UN Preparations Begins

Some pmople within the Bwedish environmental
liberaticn movement gol Logether one yoar ago
to study the UM Conferecnce. Before long they
realized that it could sccomplish very little.
They discussed the idea of dolng something
alternative. When they wanted to find o name
for the group and Lhelir alternabtive they looked
in a synonym dictionary undar the word "son—
ference," Among the words {sueh as "mesting,”
"eathering," "council,” and so on) was "powwow.
Thiz is an American Indian word mcuning & me=ih-
ering of peopis talking about important things
or performing megicel fessting end dancing for
the cure of discase or te reach victory. AL
first it was used as = joke—-it sounded funny
——thut gradually it was used more seriously as
a name for the group.

Tt has been difficeult to use the name Fowwow
publicly in counbries other than English-speak-
ing oncs, end in the June actions it will be
just one of the many groups participating.

The "umbrella rame" for all of the slterpative
everts will be People's Forum,

June 1972--4 Learning Experience

How the United Hations Conference, where
the great bureaucracy of tursaucracies will
sry to meke our decizions for ws, is sbout So
provide another important learning experience
in Stockbolm and arcund the world, The poler-—
imabion has slccady begun.  And so has the
enltural revolution!
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What Can the UN Achieve

The UN Conference is unable to overcome the political and
economic conflicts which lie at the roots of the environmental

problems,

What is needed is fundamental change in the way of
life in the so-called "modern" world.

This change must be

brought about by the broad masses of the people working together,

and cannot be solved by the UN,
corporations,

"4\ ¢

Over its lifetime the UM has had o record
of very limited success. Many people inzide
the T now hops that the environmental prob=
lems will provide s hasis for a new feeling
of unity, understanding, and cooperaticn
among Lhe memher stales and thus enable the
UN to take some decisive action at last,
Some even repard the UN Conference in Stock-
holm as the last chance Lo get the organiza-
tion to lunction., They feel Lhat the envir-
onuentel problems are somchod less "political"
than the securiiy issues which are generally

its member governments, or great

the mein ones before the U, Some inside Lho
UT are less hopeful et beliere <hal the nre-
parsLory work will be an imsortant u1::3
to governmontz., They beilieve Lhat it will
inersass the swaranesc of goverrwmonbs ho
envircmmental probiens and Laercly contribute
to their solution.

ati

Three Kinds of Problems

However, a survey of environmsntal prob-
lems will show that cven these faint hopes
are unrcalisbtic. The problems are just not
of & character that they can he solved by
governments as we know them today,

Environmental probloms can be divided inko

three brosd categories:

1. Those for which Lhe "ohi.ir*r raguiras Lie

agpplication of gama =z
nology,;

sotally 4

cveloved toch-

2, Those for which the solutdon requires
ehanges in comaumpiion patisevas ond produs-

tion methads;

3. Those for which tiz soiution requires
_f’uricicxmsn!ﬂl ah w1gee in life-ziyles, ithe ovrgan-

Toation of prod
ormie 8Eructure.

Environmental Technology

Prohlems of the first category are alrealdy
being worked oo, An asemple 13 unbreated
seWage that is brought under control by a
purificeticn plant. Ancother oxample is sont
and other air pollutants that are controllad
by means ol 5 waste-ga: scrubbing device.
Trege problems thus reguire the addition of
seoe device Lo complete the already existing

webton, oand ke politieal-eoon-

aystem. These are "btondage selutions." In
Western industriziized countries thiz merps
ineressing agzzregule demand which stimulates
&0 already stsgnanl economy.  he environ-—
nental rmarket is worth millions,™ zay the
tuzinessmen hepefully

Pollution Spreads Internationally

There are, of course, inftoernalional oopects
to the Tirst hind of problems.  MHany pollut-
anws sorewd from one country to another via
waterwiys or winds——for example, combaztion

of sulphursus coa! or oil in bhe Bubhr and
Great Britain resuits in sulphurie ﬂm_d in

Lhe roin over Novwzy and Swaden. o
amounts to chemicel warfare , Ceranlicated Ty
the Tact that the production which snreads

Lheze zpenbs is oftan prafitable o some
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very powerful interests Inside the "apgres—
sor” ecountry. Tt will be very difTiculs for
the UN to deal effectively with this kind of
international warfare. Judging from the UN's
lack of effort to stop the chemical warfare
in Vietnam, one should expect the UM not to
intervene, at lesst not sgeinst the "great
powers., "

Seme pollutante posc a common threat to all
nations by changing climate {lov example car-
bon diexide and fine particulstes}), or by
entering ond concentrating in the biomoss | for
exumple, pesticides snd some radiczctive sle-
mentz). A similar threat te all nations is
posed by the arms race. The basie problom in
toking action internationally is the same in
gll Lheoe cases: the countey which unilaferally
tukes the *irst step towsrd de-escalation suf-
fers economic or military disadvanlages, and
ench country has economic or mililary incentives
to hreak the agreement unilaterally. The UN's
attompl to negotizle o general dissrmament hag
had 1ittle sucesss so far, which casta groezt
doubt on its ahility to reduce pollutants.

Change Consumption Patterns;
Change Production Methods!

Changing consumption patterns and vroduc-
tion methods iz a first step toward solving
the environmental preblems threstening the
world today. However, by tuking these steps
we can only buy time, Unless we change our
culiurs in zeversl quite fundamental ways,
the problems will not only persist but in—
erease.,

Only & small part of the esvironmenlal
troblems ean be solved by making minor "han-
dage” itechnological changes. Hoth consump—
tion patterns and production methods today
create envirommental problems. This can be
secen by considering some of the major kinds
of envirommental problems we faRce.

Follution A conswmption can be sesn bobh
as o problem of waste disposal and as a prob-
lem of harmful use. A good example of the

i g4 daad 34
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former iz the recent trend toward "container—
izetion" of slmost everything. The contain-
ers, often made of plastic, which is not blo-—
logically degraded, must also be disposed of.
in examole of the problem of hurmful use is
the use of alechol, tobacco, and drugs. such
as tranquilizers, warijusna, efc. Their use
results in "internal pollution.”

Pollution in production results when poi-
cons from the production procecses coter the
hiosphersa. The paper industry and large
parts of Lhe chemical industry, capecially
the plastics and pesticides industries, use
production processes which poison the bio—
snhere. Another example of pollution in
production iz the use of chemical fertilizers,
insecticides, fungicides, herbicldes....
nll the chemical warfere that "medern” agri-
cultursl methods use against nature.

Yigh emergy uwse is charecteristic of pros-
ent. copsumpbion potterns and production meth-
odz. The use of plastics instewd of wood or
natural finers and ihe use of clactrical air
comditioning ars exsmples o8 consumphion pat-
terns which have high energy Jdemands. Like—
wise the oressnt technologies for producing
light metals such as mognesium and aluminwn
pre examples of production processes wnich
have hign energy demands. GCommon to hoth con-—
punption and productien is the transportation
system based on privele individual transpori,
such as sutowmobiles and trucks instead of pub-
lic transport, such as hus or rail, which use
much less encrEy-

Depletion of renswable resourocs [thatl iz,
+he siable elements end most of their compounds
axcept for biclogically created resourcses such
as coal, oil, and guanc) results lrow locking
these resources into produced goods and dispers—
ing them in waste products. The solutien to
these problems requires a complete recycling
system for produced goods, and production pro-
cesses which hava no wasto effluence.
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Depletion of non-renewshle pesoureses, such
as 0il, coal, and wreniwa resulta from the
uge of resources which are fixed in quantity.
In & sense these resources belong to &1l of
humanity——pest, prescat, and future--bul Lwen-—
tieth—century man will heve used up most of
the coal erd oil reserves produced by natural
processes over 4 period of millions of years.
Th= rape of these »csources has resulied
largely from the scals of production proces-
ses [for oxampls, to some extent oil and coal
have replaced wind, snimal, and hydro—rechsn—
ieal power, which can be used more easily for
small- than large-scale production processes)
ard Lhe level of production {that is, the
Grozs Kational Product),

Simplifioation oft the ecological sysiem
results from the use of monoculture (that is,
gingle-crop agriculture, which is practiced
on large plantalions in many developing coun—
tries), the replecing of hundreds of local
varieties of wheat and clher ecrops wilh only
a Tew varieties all over the world, the kill-
ing of "undezireble" piant 1ife with weed
killers, and the extinction of entire species
of plant and animel lile, such as whales now
in danger of extinction due Lo over-killing.
Simplification of the ccological syslem alao
results when huge cities are built. The eco-
system of cities contains only a few species
of animals and plants-—m2inly man, dogs, cakz,
rodents, and birds, and o small gquantity of
trees and grasses, Thisz in turn leads o
simplificelion and instability of the micro-
flora, giving rise Lo the epidemics so common
in urban areas.

Change Creates Havoc in Capitalist World

The problems that have been mentioned here
originate in large and important seclors of
the economy-——the chemieal indusiry, large-scale
capital-intensive agriculture, tran sportation,
the energy industry, and so on. And il iz in
these large and important sectors Lhat change
must ceour.

In the capitalist countries products and
methods of production asre usually decided
golely or largely by private interests. Gov-
ernments generelly lack power to force pro-—
ducers to take enviroamental deterioration
into mccounl meore than marginally. A& massive
and voecal public opinion might help, but only
if it remains strons as long as it takes to
develop and institute new methods of prodee-
tion. Hut chenge will he resisted by produc-
ers, and they will have economic incentives
te conlinue polluting, especially 10 other
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producers are not polluting. Moreover, if the
shifting of consumption patterns and produc-
tion methods is made within the exisking eco-
nomic system, othar problems are likely to oc-—
cur-—higher levels of unemployment, regionol
imbalances, flight of capital, =né wezkening
of trade balences {or those counlries which
try to deal effectively with their environ-
mental problems.

Changing consumption patterns and methods
of production thus cannct become issuss hefore
the UN Conference apnd be dealt with in ils
regolutions Aand comventionz. That would be
strongly resisted by bolh governments and
powerful corporaticns. In thesc realms the U7
15 powsrless.

Make Cultural Revolution!

Envirommental problems of the third cale-
gory are bthe most difficult teo solve, for Lhey
criginate desp within our way of living and
within the politicel-economic power structurs
and the ideclogy which serves Lo legitimate,
gtrengthsn, and develop this structure. The
maty problems in this category cannol be
viewed in iselation, for at the rools they are
all interrelsted.

Problems of $he third category include Lhe
ever—increasing centralizasion el econlral over
people's lives and over the means ol produc-
tion. This growing centralization of power is
& major causc of the growth of huge urbun cen—
ters——organized concentrations of laber and
capital. Since cilies are crealoed not for the

-sake of people but for the sske of confrol of

labor and eapital, they arc inhuman--noisy,
congested, and polluted, filled with artless
contrete ghebbus, incressingly devold of trees
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and grass, and Tilled with the constint propa-
ganda of advertizing forever geching control

of the minds of the people, Mooy cities, both
in the industrializcd countriecs and che Third
Warld, are unsanitacy. Fspecially in the Third
World cilieg are often centers of mess unemploy-
ment and bottomless poverlty side by side with
great luxury.

Also iLhe centralization of power and the
consequent growth of huge citits is a major
cause of the growth ol massive, ensrgy-consum—
ing Lransportation srstems to earry poopis,
raw materiais, fuels, and unlinished and
finished goods to and from huge centralized
places of trodustion. The land is coverced
with pavemsnbk Lo moke highways, and cmploy-
ment is moved to the cities while cconomic
stegnation iz left in its place.

Centralizetion uf power is 4 mejor cacse
of the growth of huge burcaucratic goverua-
ments, gaining over smere control over people's
lives and hecowning further and further removed
from Lhe influcnce of the vast majoriny ol Lhe
paople--hupge impenefravie machines, wilhout
human values, cereble of dsciaring war at will
on ourzelves end our Lrothers and sisters
around the world.

Insane Goal of Economic Growth

In the Western industrialized counlrics the
third category of probleas alse includes the
continued economic growth, [ndeed central-
jzation of combrol and contiaved esopomic
grovih go bund in bhand, esch assisting Lhe
other. Contimued sconomie growhbh depends on
the growth of centers of produclion, trans-
portation sysbems, and governments. PBub it
also requires a growing sioply of resources
whichk, as a resuit, are plundered as rapidly &=
is consistent with expectations of profit or
expansion in the market. I% reguires sn end-
less succession of wers and coups, engincered
ty the industrialized countries and carricd out
in the Third World. It requires the destruction
of pleasant living areas, wilderness areas, aad
nistoric places for ths sake of industrial
parks, highways, sirpuris, and ugly housing
developments.

Continucd economie growth also requires the
inducement of wants. People arc induced Lo
want to Tfeel supericr Lo their neighbors and
to feel that their level of consumption dis-
ploys their superiority. People in highly
inguslrislized countries are induced to
belisve that the endless stream of sbupld new
goods ave really needed. They are induced to
believe thal their nesds for belonging, Tor
understending and for a meaninglul life can
pe fullilled by consuming goods and services. f

L
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Hﬁ ¥or the sake of consumption people are
induced Lo feel that privote individual trans-
portation is better Lhan public transportation.
More and more highways are btnilt, more and more
automoniles congest the cities, and morc and
more pon-repewable fuel and other resources

are consumed, For the sake of contioued econ-

ening to bury us in the plastic cxerement of our
own rampRnt but unfulfilling consumption.  For
Lhe sake of profit wnd sconomie growbh man is
treated as an object and iz alienaled from Lhe
product of his own work and from his fellow man.
flature is treated as an object Lo be conguered.

In order to solve these problems of the
third estegory it iz necessary fo changs soo-
iety in fundamental ways. The tread toward
incressing urbanization and incrcasing cenbral-
igaticn of powcr mist be reversed, and econon—
ic growth must be rejeched as a goml o1l ower
the world, and it must he stopped——possinly

developed countries.

u“umﬂ oven reversed--in the industrialized, perversel,

y

'§ Ko technclogy can solve the problems we

poreate by our way of lite. No Sechnology can
give meaning to the mzaninglossnesns of the
dominant culture of the sc-callst "modern”
world and the cultare il seeks Lo lmpose oo
ihe rest of the worid., Ho Sechnology can
remove aur aliepakion from our fellow man

apnd from nature. Mo entrenchod boredlcTacy s
such as the Ud and the goveraments of it=
member stules, c=n solve the problems of
which they are part. Instead they will fry
to imereass Lheir power by Tocusing ohly on
the most visible symptoms rather Lhan the
problems, and by promisiog to solve thesc for
Uz so we den't have Lo do 1t curselwves. They
will cercmonicusly present Lheir grand ccheme:
in a shower of mixed technical jargon snd pol-
itical rhetoric, hooing to persuade people
that now the problems are heing solved.

parties, other bur-
and elite groups ca
a new way of life

and in harmony wilh

Governments, volitical
eaucrAcics, corporations,
not creats for the people
which iz human, balanced,

nature.,
must be actively lovalved in eresting & new

most values.

tural revolution!
roots level, with groups of people working

production!

propegabed.

cate the valucs of Lhe dominant culture.

omic growvth piles of waste grows endlessly, threat—

Destruction

Tnstead Lhe hroad masses of the peoble

eulture which iz consistent with thaelr innsc-

What is neeovd is nothing less than a cul-
It must begin on a grass-

together in a decentralized way to sieze con-
tral of their own 1ives and of the means of

In order tn maintain the present deminasnt
culture, stupifying cultural setivities are
Mind-rotting television and vio-
lent and competitive observer speris (Le sure
ke let olhers do ib for you!) seck So ineul-



igh-couipment (capital-intensive!) participent
gports and "wmod" elothing style changes seck o
induse consumpiion for "play." TPolitical party
ecempaigns and election fun and games seek Lo
fill people's minds with slupid trivialities

o they won't think sbout the resl issues.
Comuercial edveriizing fun and games seek bto
persuade people Lhal Lhey reallr wuutlto.cnn—
sume more and more useless =nd unfulfilling
jet-age Loye.

In all countrics inercasing mumbers of
people must ezcape from the tyranny of the
dominant culture! TIn many countries of the
world the firast step is national or social
liberstion, to Lhrow off Lhe bonds of foreign
domination or the domination of a corrupt or
oppressive regime.  In the most highly indus—
trialized countriss the dominant idenlogy is
go thoroushly ingrained in the culturs, sinee
cepitelism hos existed for se long, that =
reswokening of true human valees muct occur
in the broad masses of She people.

Tt is clear that Lhe dominant culiurs, with
its firmly cenlralized and very powerful polit-
ical cconomic system can be successTully =t-
tzolked only in & decaptralized and niversified
way. People must free their minds and become
conscious of their organic relationship with
other people end with thelr whole environment.
Then they must begin working togelher with
others Lo croate s new way ol 1ifc and to de-
velop new wavs of orgeniring productiom, of
sheripng the fruits of production, and of making
decisions on mubbers thet concern muny Deapls.

9

T marny countries local groups arc befng
formed, which involve fami'les cud all ages
and kKinds of Ps‘_uple, wn'r‘kin;; topether on prob-
lems that concern them, such as their usighbor-
hood environment, air and water pollution, war,
education, and so on. As these groups grow in
diversity and strength, as they develop their
ceonomic base, and as Lhey davelop bhelr co-
operation with other gronps in a deecniralizec
way, they will gradu=lly change and svolve.

There will be many failures, because of in-
correct ideas. There will be many dofeats,
because of the resistance of the forces of the
present dominant culture. But the way of life
involving pzople working together to determine
their own lives will prevajl. Indeed the es-
sential features of government in the new cul-
ture can be seen already today in the evolving
pattern of large and small groups of pesople
working together collectively for their own
liberation.

The solution to the problems in the third
category will not be found by the UN Conference
or by govermments as we know Lhoem toduy. In—
stead they will be found by the Lroad massos
of the prople croating u new way of lite, The
solution will grow cul ol practice ir the cul-
Ltural revolution which bas begun around the
world.

Risks With the UN Conference

From the reascning outliced above 1t should
b2 clear that any henelit [rom Lhe U Coniar—
enee, either direcl or indirccet, must be smull
comparad wikh the problems that exist. dMore-
over there are risks with the Conference.

Many persons might be persusded bhabt, aiter
all, the authorities have now acbted ve deal
Wwilh Lhe probloims so that ordinary veople
don't have to bother. Also because of the
complicated langusge that will be used and ths
Togginess created by hired experts, there is
the risl that many persops will beliove Lhat
the problems sroe too complex for ordinary poo-—
ple to comprchend. If these views prevailed,
the ercetion of o new oulture would be slowed.

If, on the other hand, the consciousness of
the UN's shortcomings =rd the risks of the Con-
ference stimulate broad cetions wnd & row and
more inkegrablsd wnalysis of the nature of the
probvlems and of suitable political strategies,
then the Confercace will have had a positive
Function, Then also we can walcome Any con-
trihutions that the Cenlerence mekes.

6 e D
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How has the UN Prepared Itself ?

The possible results of the Conference are published long in

advance, and they show how little it can achieve.

The preparations

made so far show a masterpiece of politieal opportunism.

&?%
Vi V
A\ L2/

«..but Man tearing it apart!

Thz limited perspsetives of the UN ZConfer-
ence can be ceen in bthe preporations that have
already been made. The Corfercnce originsted
with a Swedich propozal $o the UN to hold a
confercnce on the human cavircoment. The UN
pecepted the proposal, and in December 1969
it set up 4 Lwenty-seven nation Preparatory
Committee, This Comnittee has met Cormally
three times, apnd a fourth mesting will be held
in March.

One difficuliy lecing the Confersnce is the
gquestion of whether Lhe Joviet Union end the
rezst of the Eastern Zlov will psrticipate,
This has been widely discussed in the press.
The preparations so far reveal other serious
oroblems,

The Structure of the Preparatory Work

The Secretary=General of the Conference, the
Canadian ex-industrialist and foreign aid ad-
ministrater Maurice Strong participated for
the firzt Lime in the preperabions at an infor-
mal moecting with the Preporatory Committee in
Hovember 1970, le then Introduced a Shree-—
level framework for the prepsarations and the
Conference itzel?.

Lepel 1: Investigation of problems and con—
ecepts within the envirommental ares.

Lgpel 2: Long—lerm aclion plan.

Level 3: Actionsz that can be decided upon by
the Conference.

Level 1: A Book

The work of Level 1 involves = group of
seientists, headed by the Amorican suthor and
professor of bicchodisrtry Rand Dusos, writing
a book on envirommenlzi problems. The hook is
based to a large extent on the background mat-
erials prepared for Levels 2 and 3. Thus
Level 1 does not influocnce Lhe other levels.

Lavel 2: Postponement of Politically
Sensitive Issues

Levels 2 and 3 have heen worked an mainly
inside & pumber of inter—governmental working
groups. These have not started by making up
a long=range action plan to be followed by &

8 selection of the most urgent issues as the
mumbering of the levels might suggest. Tnatead
the procedure has been ol selecting, on the
basis of pational reports from most of the
governments of the woerld, the issues on which
political agreement is possiole. On these
issues thers zre negoiistions going on now
concerning convention texts and the like for
Level 3. Issues which have been judged too
sensitive to some member states have Leen post-
poned by piving them Level 2 status.

On the environmental problems of urbaniza-
tion, to take one cxample, it has not been
posgihlu to reach consensus around a single
action at Level 3. Instead there will he
vogue recommendations to governments urging
them to Lmprove their plamning. But the "gol-
den model" for this iz the region planning and
national physical planning as employed, for
example, in Sweden. Thinking about that could
diseourage even the most optimistic person, In
Eweden more and more people have become awars
that this "planning" in reality means trevaring
us for and sdjusting us to so—called "develop-
ment," which does not aim at fulfilling human
needs or ccological requiremecnts.

_\_
\\5_
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Tssues which ere clearly controversial will
not even be discussed between governments.
These issues inglude, for example, the hazards
of rapid economic growth, radiclogical risks
of atomic power, ecological wartare in Soulh-

gast Azie and elsewhere, Lhe use of non-pollut-

ing production processes, and the use of pro-
ducts which are not envirommentally harmful.
To be sure, some of theze issuss may be dis-—
cussed in Level 1=-Lhe book. This way the
issucs can be presented to the public without
getting them in the way of the discussions of
the Conference. That effectively stops =ction.

The procedure thus appears to be one of
nolitical opportunism rether than a seriocus
attempt to act ellectively sgainst Lhe diffi-
~ult environmental problems involviog polit-
ieal and econcmic eonflict.

adopted.

Humen Rights.

Confercnce in 1976,

enae!

What did yeu cxpect?
lote of talk, = fairly mild Deeluration, some
swamps, & gene-bank Lo esase cur consciences
i\ as we continue Lo destroy, and ancther conlor-

Lots of ceremonies,

v

Level 3: The Tangible Results of the
Conference

Despite the problems discussed above, scme
tangible results will very probably be forth-
coming

+ Prohibition on dumping of toxic substances
into internetional waters.

+ &n agreenent on monitoring poisons in
nature.

+ An mgreeuent on conservation of some wet
land=, naticonal parks, and islands.

-+ Establishment of a "gens bank" to preserve

samples of speoeies in danger of extinetion.

+ Some action mguinst zoil erocion.

@

4lse Lhe cstablisbment of an Environmental (4
Sgaretariate within the UN can be expected.
Thiz body is to deliver zn annual repert Lo
the General Asszembly on the state of Lhe environ-
ment amdi to giva recommendations.
ternz action plan" will be decided upon, and a
Peslaration on the Tunmen Eaviponment will bo
This declaralion iz concsived of as
a kind of counterpart Lo the UN Declaration on
The drafts made so tur have
been very carsfully watered down. Frobally
thersz will also be a decision to have another

The "long— : i
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UN Conference A*C+T*I+0%)y Oriented!

Within its limited perspective, wilh "hemsn
environment' narrowly delined and the mwore 470-
fienlt problems given Lewel 1 or level 2 stalus,
the Conference is intended Lo be "acticn-oriented.”
That iz, it will be attended by rovernmental
delegations, Including some diplematic [igures,
and it is howed Lhet the Oonference will come to
some decigions that will be wecepted by the par-
ticiputing countries. However, Lhe fanbere with
which Lhese agreements will be announced will
be decentive, because the difficult problem
for the U is not to gel signatures on a doc—
ument, but to cstablish elleclive controls to
assure that gountrivs keep to Lhe agreements.

Conference
1. Opening ceremonies at the Royel Opera
2. Election of officers
3. Adoption of apenda
k.  Introductory stutement by Mauries Strong

5. Formation of committees

Commitbes 1

Monitoring--but not Controlling Pollution

Az an example, some agreement on monitoring
of pollution probably will be fortheoming, bmt
the preseally proposed system contains nothing
mare than & few hundred monitoring stations
far from urban industrial centers. While this
system may be useful in measuring long-term
trends in stmospheric conditions, it is not
useful for controlling thzl counktries keep to
iny agreements on pollucion standards which
the Confersnce might accept., In particular,
it is not useful in identifying the sources of
roliution.

Thus even thess limited "actions" are likely
to be little more than endless compromisze and
marketing of political and econcmic interests
within the power siructure. And it will all
on behind & veil of guasi-discussion on the
environmental issues.

Agenda

Commilhbes 2 Committee 3 i

=] I
Week 6. Plenary T. Flanning and man-— 8. Environmental as- 9, Identification
agement ol human pects of naturael and control of
1, (stabe- settlements for resource manage- rollutants of
menty environmental ment broad inter—
by quality national sig-
Eov— nificance
- — ern— -
Week ment 10 lkducational, in- 11. Environmental 12, International
offic~ formational, soo- quality and econ— organizational
2. ials) ial, and cultural omic development implications of
aspects of envir- the action
onmental issues proposals

13, Adoption of long-%erm sction plan

il. Decisions on concrete actions (that is,
conventionsz, and so on)

15. Adogption and sipgnature of the Declaration
on the Human ZEnvironments

1%, Closing ceremonies

The plenary runs parallel with the committees
because the prestigeous government officials
would not come to the conference, if they have
no plenary to address their statements ta,
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What Happens in
Stockholm...

Stockholm will see a lot of activities this summer besides the

yvackety-yack ol the UN delegates.

In the so-called ABF Huouse, &

big hall in the city center, there will be teach-ins, exhibitilons,
and so on, Wwith more than thirty groups participating. And ln the
streets a lot of actions will take place....

Many groups in Stockholm lock at bhe UN
Conference s a marvelous oprorduniny Lo
spread altornotive views and to mol mony
people invelved in radical scciviiies,

The FPowwow group took fhe initiative a
yhar ago with studies and discussions on the
Uy Conference, environmental problems, opod
releled metters.  How the cireles of Involve-
ment are spreading, apd many obber groups are
jeining in the preparations. Therc will be
many manifestations of a growing people's
movemsnt to liberate the environment.

FPzople's Forum

fn important festure in Lhe conbexl of Lhe
giternative sctivitics iz w sariass ol Loageh-
ine in the cpriae, dealine wi izmues Lhal theo
UG Conference will eithor xziss
in insdequate depth, o wreab badly. Cuch is-
susg ara nob hard o find, since the UM Conler—
gnce will ciLther mina or migtrest 3 lot) Hers
are some possiple Lopics:

wompletely, btresk

-

Feology.

+ The polsoning of food.

+ Bharing Lhe Barth's natursl resources.
+ Energy and covircnoment.

+ The work enviromnacot.

+ The political-econcomy of cnvirenmental
destruction,

B0 far more than thirsty srouns bave beoone
invelved in the Peopl='s Forum., They cre suiic
diver=zc in cheracter., In addition to scologsy
groups there are political grouns, anti-impar-
ialiss groups, and so on. Thare arse diilersnces
in the enelyscu and Idocisgiaes of Lhsas grouns,
but the cooperatlon has doveloped very well so
“ar and il seoms to give guite latercsting
resulis,

These groups have rented s largs Mseiivities"
nall--the so-called ARF-House-—ir the cenber of
Siockholm. in thal hall there will be somipars,

Leach-ins, learn—ins, publiz hearings, rhinl-
tionz, ilms, and many other kinds of acitivit-
jes. GSeientists from many counbries, irclud-
ing the Third World, will be involwed in dis-
cussions from an sllernative point ol vio.
The discucsions will net he the kind of closed
sessions that will characterize the U Conter—
enee, because ordinary people off the streets
will be involved.

Accions Around the L1ty

However, actione that aim for even wider
participation among the Lrowd mssses of people
sre necded to balance the flow of words from
the ABF House.

Many ackivities g@e planned, such as dem-
onskrelions, happenings, and so on.  Home of
the activities arc described helow.

Alternalive Menus at Restaurants

Wher journalists, delegates and others go
out to restaurants for dinoer they will be
provided wiih alternrilve menus informing them
what they reelly are ecating: how mach lead in
this, how much mercury in that, how mueh post-
1cide in Lhe other.

Alternative Sight—seeing

Stockholm has been brutally reped in the
lask few decades, as have most other large
cities. Swedizh authorities propagandize that
Stackholm is one of the best-planned citiss in
the world, but in fact it iz a typical exzmple
of fodsy's horrible artless city plamning. S0
alternstive sight-seeing tours w11l take inter-
ested visitors around to the new nightmare sub-
urbs and to natural arezs about to be raped
for the sake of whal the city planners call
"progress."  And they will hawve the joy of
travelling on the exhaust-filled, congesbed
spaghettl highways.

Olympice Games of Pollution
The UN Confercnce stresses "common loter-

ests" in enviromental affsircs ("Only one
carbh" iz their motta). Dut in fact many



eorporations arcund Lhe world make a hell of

& lot of mopey hy polluting our enviromment,
and Lhetr interssts lie in continued destruc-—
tion of the epviroument. This must Te stabted
in a way thet everyone can understand, ecl the
Olmpic Cames of Pollutiom provides & good
oprorvtunity. Phe wmost "succese ful" corpor-
alions and other institutiens will receive
wedals for their "ousstapding seccrplishments.”

The UN Forum
The UF fook the initiative Lo orrangs thelr
oW altarmatiive allernasive shortly after They

heard shout cur plans. Ak £lrst this so-called
vl ronment FPorum was to be held in the Royal

..o and

Actions Here and There and Fverywhers

The People's Forum and the preople-tased
sotions in the streets of Stockholm are anly
two aspects of the alteruative ssnirestations
in eonnection with the UN Conference. The
third ard perbmps most important acpect iz the
international parallel ackion.  The UN gots 2
tunch of so-called “representat ives' Lopgother
to Lalk among Lhemselves, and we pet actively
involved here apd there and everywhers, For
zbout one yoar now we have bsen gething in con-—
?aet and trying to stimulate people-=nd groups
in other countries to prepars actions whare
they live. In some places we know bLhel people
are doing that, bul Ak this sbage Lhere is not
s0 much information anoul what is actually
being planned.

Conecentrate on June 4th!

For practiecal roosons we save urgsd poople
who are interest:s1 Lo focus thelr acblvities
on one spemial dzy, June 4. ¥or an ophimum

Teanis Hall, which is convenlently isolaled
from the parent Conforsnce, and was to be
tightly rontrelled frowm the UH Secretariate

in Geneva. Howaver, in a magnificant show of
"yepressive tolerance' they have now moved
eloser into the city, and the honds with Geneva
are s2id Lo be broken. Still, it 15 now con-
trolled by the Swedish National Youth Couneil
and the Swedish UN Association, and almost all
of the Swoedish achivist groups are boycotting
it.

At the UN Forum many more or logs eatoblish—
ment orgunizations thub can'l parLicipate in
the UN Conference will have an apportunity to
do their thing-—Foy Scouid, the Red Cross, per-
haps the groat gultinabional eorporalions or
even the CIA [but lat's not kid onrsvlves——
these lather Luo will certulnly be well rops
pesenLed al the U Contercnce). For the Boy
Spouts and the Ded Crass to oo Lheir Lking 1,
of course, o good thing. The main objecticn
one can hove Lo the Sorironmoat Forum im that
it may confuse things and plu» the Aistinction
befwesn the UN Conference (which ifncludes as 4
side show the Ervivonment Forum ) and the erils
jeism of it. But in spite of Lhai where is
room for Aiversity, aod the nore that happons
the belter, cnd wa will nob waste our enclEy
throwing =hif =l ths UN Poram. So o clarily,
sinee =L leasi some of the journslisbs wiill
got things confused, thers cre throo penbors
of activity:

+ The U8 Confavence Tor povrerpmaents,

& The UN Envirowmsnt Forwn for noa-govern—
mental organizations,

+ Tha People's Forum for aad by the broad
masses of the people.

lsewhere ?

erfect it is provanly wise Lo focus sharel
Many groups will anly be able Lo do scmecshing
on one day. Also it is the day Just belore
the UH Conlerence., Finally, it iz a Surday,
which means easy mohilining possibllities,
But Lhiz does not mean Shet you shoold not do
anything before or altes June 40 If you have
ambition to do so, right onl

We have heard abouk some zetivities in obher
countrics. In Demmork & wide spoeirum of acl-
ivities will take place. In Lhe Netherlanda
u proup iz working cn sn allerpative repori o
the Duteh Galional Heporb to the Ul Zonference.
In Lonidon o bicyele march is schoeduled Tor
June 4, In Cenewva o mazs pelition against the
city officials' Lraffie policy will he handed
over to the subhorities. In Wew Yord Lhers
will be teach-ins, and Urom Dokyo we hove heard
of an escalalion in the protest ageinst the
factory responsible Cor the Mipumata mercury
cabuslrophy of & few yoars ago.

We knovw, however, Lhat Sherc are groubo
planning thing: in ether countriss soo, ano
we henpe bo be aple fo tell more in the nest
HewsiolLer , schedul=1 for May.




GET IN TOUCH AROUND THE WORLD

Is ANYONE THERE?

We fesl that in our efforts to construct a
new way of life it is necessary for all of us
to Be in econtect so %hat we can exchange ideaz,
inforontion, and experiences throughout the
whole transnational counber culture. Evary
aspect of She dominant eulture must be re-
thought, and new ways of doing things must be
tried out--new ways of producing, new ways of
living together end working together, and new
ways of making deciszions thet zaffect other
peopla.

In thisz revolutionary struggle it is neces-
sary to have a wide rerspective. Today the
"movement" covérs & falrly broad front in some
countriea, but we can all gain by sharing ideas,
information, and experiences with our brothers
and sisters in other countries.

This Newsletter is the attempt of the Poweow
group to get in touch and let people know what
we are doing. We have tried fo get =z wide s
contact network as possible. The Newslattaer
will go to shout five hundred welive groups in
many counuries, Regretfully cur conteets cul-
side Western Eurcpe and North Americs are wery
limited, but gradually and with the help of
you, our vesders, we will expand our network.

Please write to us and $ell us shout active
groups you know eand the actions they engage in.-

Send information, publicaticns,
films, and tapes that they have
produced.

Zend pictures or news elippings of
previous actions.

We will use these Lo show to the news medie
essemtled in Stockholm thab a people's movement
is growving around the world.

If you know of any groups which will
Jjoin in Lhe widespres:d maniissta-
tion oo June 4, let us know about
it. As soon as you can gebt docu=
mentaticn on these actions—-naws
clippings, pholographs, films, oz
anything=-get them here.

How to Get a Copy of the Next Issue

Our econtact list is growing quites rapldly,
and by the time wa are ready to send out the
next iszsue of Lhe Hewsleticr, we will have more
addresses than woe will have resources ko send
copies to. Therefores we will send only to
eddresses where we have reason o believe {hat
people are intercsb=i. The best way te gel Lhe
next issu2 is to write to us and ask Tor it.

We are looking for people to sell this in
different courlries. Thiz iz partly ©o get =
wide distribution and partly to cover our cousts.
If you are interested in selling some copics,
piezgse let 1z know.

COMMUNICATION

For the nexbk issue we plan an annohated lisb
pf eoyvironmental literature from around the
woerld, e have alrandy received a Timited awount
of meterinl from groups in several courfiries,
desllzing that Lhe list iz ethooeentric and thoe
coammenls not 80 docp, we nevertheless lndicate
aoma of Lhe material we now have.,

From & Dunicsh grovn called Foah we have "Kogle
Oelyscinger wn Jen dord, Viodsmmen Lever P
("Some Information Avcol Lhe Eawrth, on Wiich We
Live Togeihar,™ siisi edition under way.) I%
iy g brosd prescutaticon of the situalion of man-
wind on our planet, based on a splendid inter-
pilay of pletures and text.

"Teology and Revolutionary Thought" is an
riricg pamphles by Lhe Awerican anthor
Hurray Pockehln., He argues thet ip order to
live according: Lo ecniagical laws we mdsl create
2 vericd, decentralized sovleiy of self-sustain-
ing units of hwnane size, Also from the US we
iu! Foclosy dssus which conluins lots
1y worked-cub crgumoents and wel l-doc-
erial, especially from Lhe US scene.

bare lenw
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The Jeanuary '72 issue of The Frologist gives
a "bBlueprint for Survival," covering ecological,
poonomical, and olacr arpuments for a non—growkh
society, and an outline of a skralegy Lo reach
Lial goal, Although iy docos nob analyze the
politiesl wisbiliky of Lhe strategy, the blue-—
print ls exeellent discussion maLerial.

We have been premized some highly relevant
nateriz? [rom Japan thst we hope wo ean present

in our next issus,

Addresses appear on the next page.



ADDRESSES

Powwow

¢/o Ingrid Eriksson
Inteckningsvigen &4
Higersten, Sweden

Folkets Forum (People’s Forum)
c/o Penny Fagerberg
Freigatan 33

Stockholm, Sweden

Mowh
Kompagnistreede 37 o g
Kgbenhavn K, Denmark

Times Change Press

1023 Sixth Avenue

Maw Yorl:, N,Y, 10018
.5 A,

The Ecologist

73 Kew Green
Richmond, Surrey
England

Ramparts (Main Business Office)
2054 University Avenue
Berkeley, Calif, 94704
U.5.A.

Werkgrocp Stockholm
Or, Miemeyerstragt &
Wageningen

The Metherlgnds

HEAR ME MY FRIENDS

We now have to deal with a people which
was weak and small in number when it met
our ancestors but which now is powerful
and overwhelmingly strong. These people
have a strange desire to plough the land,
and a longing for property has become an
illness among them. They claim our
Mother Earth for their own use and by
fences cut off their neighbors from Her
and deform Her with their buildings and
their rubbish. They force Her to bear fruit
out of season and if She refuses they give
Her medicine. This is a sacrilege. This
people is like a spring-stream which over-
flows its banks and destroys everything in
its way. We can no longer live side by
side,

Sitting Bull
Powwow, 1875



